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The Power of Choice

How to Implement Choice-Based Learning in Your 
Blended Classroom
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Imagine an environment where student learning isn’t contained by the classroom walls. Instead, knowledge and 

information are accessible anywhere, anytime. Students choose the way they interact with content and show 

what they’ve learned in their own way. Engagement expands far beyond the desk. Sounds like the dream, right? 

Well, you’re awake. 

And classrooms like that are in session all over the world. 

Access to real-life technology is essential for students to develop the proper 

foundation for life beyond academia. More than likely, they’ll interact with 

technology more than many of the other skills and content they encounter 

in school. So, is playing the same math game on a website every Friday really 

incorporating technology into the curriculum appropriately? Is it enhancing 

the lesson or supplementing the content in a way that makes a difference in 

the way students receive it?

It’s a good start. But students need to experience the responsibility and satisfaction that stems from exercising 

their own decision-making muscles and making good choices. And what better way than by using the 

technology you already have in your classroom?

Blended learning is a combination of face-to-face and digital instruction. It’s a way for teachers and students to 

collaborate and focus on the shared goal of improving the student’s learning experience. There is no one-size-

fits-all approach to blended learning—the concept is built upon experimentation, after all. 

The key to implementing choice-based learning in a blended classroom is providing tech-friendly options and 

access to the appropriate technology. Give your students some flexibility and technological resources, and 

watch those flickering light bulbs transform into a steady glow. 

Choices Meet Technology, Technology Meet Choices

How to Implement Choice-Based Learning in Your  
Blended Classroom

What Is Blended Learning, Anyway?
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Blended Learning Engages Students 

It all boils down to engagement. The more active students are in their learning, the more motivation they have 

to learn, grow, and achieve academic success. When students have a high level of interaction with the instructor 

and the curriculum they are more likely to become engaged in the learning process. Now add in interacting with 

each other and technology-based tools, and you can really make some magic. 

Just remember that high levels of interactive engagement often mean excitement ensues and noise levels rise. 

Take the time to set your expectations and actively monitor students to ensure they’re on task as they interact 

with technology and each other.

Blended Learning Enhances Lessons

Whether it’s your first year or your fiftieth, we’ve all had lessons flop. Maybe it’s a lack of preparation, maybe 

the students didn’t receive the information the way you intended, or maybe it was the all-too-common First 

Period Conundrum (you know, when you test out the new lesson on first period and work out all the glitches by 

second?). Luckily, any lesson can be kicked up a notch by creatively and strategically incorporating technology.

Blended Learning Increases Efficiency

Gone are the days when a single unit of study took several class periods, followed by a day of review (when the 

teachers were really getting 120 copies of the assessment printed in the office), and then the assessment itself 

which often took two entire class periods. By incorporating technology in the classroom, students are now able 

to learn and interact with the content while having quick formative assessments along the way. Not to mention 

the time and resources that are saved by testing on the computer.

So, now that you understand the benefits of incorporating technology into your classroom, let’s explore the 

power of choice. 

Choices are vital to student engagement. In a choice-based learning environment, a student’s specific interests, 

background, and learning preferences guide the way they interact with the content. Think of choice-based 

learning as student-centered differentiation to the max. 

Benefits of a Blended Learning Environment

What is Choice-Based Learning?
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Some teachers shy away from giving students choices because they believe it’s more challenging to manage. 

They might think it takes less planning and effort for all students to work on the same lesson or that students will 

always go for what appears to be the easiest option.

In reality, trying to keep students focused, engaged, and excited about a 

topic that isn’t in their realm of interests is much more difficult when you 

dictate their every move. You may even find yourself having to do more 

classroom managing than teaching, and that takes away from the learning 

experience for everyone. If students have a choice on how they express 

what they’ve learned and an opportunity to be creative, they might just 

surprise you with their engagement and interest level.

There are a few things you can do to ease the transition into offering multiple technology-based choices in the 

classroom:

1. Demonstrate the Options 

You may choose to do a full class mini lesson and spend 15 minutes showing your students how to find, access, 

and use a Learning Management System (LMS). It may work better for your students to pull small groups for a 

tutorial on how to play an interactive multi-player game. Or maybe your classes are set up perfectly for students 

to rotate through stations where they learn about the different tech options they have access to in class.

2. Make the Options Easily Accessible  

Students should know where to find and how to access the technology they need. Many teachers use a binder or 

create a poster or anchor chart for the classroom to remind students of their options. If you are a one-to-one or 

Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) campus, students can have a special folder on their home screen.

3. Monitor and Reteach 

Sooner than later, you’re going to have to give them the freedom to explore their new technology-based options 

Students Need Choices  

Research shows that when students have a sense of control over their learning, they experience higher levels 

of confidence which leads to taking more positive and calculated risks in the classroom. Students also have 

smoother emotional adjustments and develop better values over time. 

4 Tips on Introducing Technology-Based Choices

http://www.alfiekohn.org/article/choices-children/


schoology.com 5 800-749-2590

on their own. It’s important to actively monitor how the students interact with the technology, not just to make 

sure they aren’t misusing it, but also to ensure they’re getting the most out of it and actually understanding the 

content. If you notice that a student is struggling with using a certain resource, don’t hesitate to pull them aside 

to reteach or offer another option.

4. Encourage Student Feedback  

Few things are more motivating and powerful than students feeling like they’ve contributed to how your 

class operates. Let them tell you which options they like most, what they’d like to see, and what they don’t 

understand. You can provide them with an anonymous survey, have them share a partner’s answers, or just have 

an open discussion. Whatever you choose, being flexible and encouraging students to share their thoughts will 

yield positive results.

1. Writing Assignments 

One of my favorite ways to implement technology-based choices in my middle school ELA classroom was 

through writing assignments. The possibilities are endless! Let students choose a story to write using a creative 

writing prompt generator like Scholastic’s Story Starters (a great option for Pre-K through 6th grade students) or 

Story Shack. 

2. Extension Menus  

Extension menus take a little more work on the front end, but they offer so many opportunities and value for 

your students. And, after you’ve created it once, it lasts as long as the curriculum is the same. You can find all 

kinds of online resources for extension menus. The purpose of these awesome differentiation tools is to give 

students a choice about the products and processes they use to communicate what they learn. 

You may know them as choice boards, “Think Tac Toe,” learning menus, choice menus—no matter what you call 

them, including tech tools in your menu options is an even better way to get your students engaged in projects 

and other class assignments. 

Here are some ideas about incorporating technology into your extension menus:

• Allow students to use an online tool like Discovery Education’s Puzzlemaker to create a word search, 

crossword puzzle, or cryptogram based on key vocabulary or concepts from the unit you’re studying.

• Blogs: all the kids are doing it. So why not let your students take advantage of this growing trend by keeping 

3 Ways to Implement Technology-Based Student Choices

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/story-starters/
https://thestoryshack.com/tools/writing-prompt-generator
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/free-puzzlemaker/?CFID=11525036&CFTOKEN=ea62ee8eb7d223c1-3848B144-C037-10DF-215BDE45FAB49BB6
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/free-puzzlemaker/?CFID=11525036&CFTOKEN=ea62ee8eb7d223c1-3848B144-C037-10DF-215BDE45FAB49BB6
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In conclusion

Tech-fluency is a vital 21st century skill for students as they head out into the world. And giving them the 

opportunity to make decisions about their learning increases confidence in their own ability to choose wisely. 

Do you give your students technology-based choices in the classroom? Start by laying the foundation of blended 

learning, and then build from there. 

Watch this short video walkthrough to see an LMS 
designed to help you measure and magnify the impact 
of your initiatives.
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• 

• a digital journal. They can respond to your questions, share their thoughts about the lesson, and post essay-

length blogs in response to prompts. 

• Give students the option of expressing what they learned through photography or video. Students can then 

upload pictures to an online photo album and share videos on YouTube.

• Let your students try a virtual science experiment as an alternative, technology-based biology lesson.

3. Assessments  

Giving students choices in testing is often considered taboo since many teachers think it’s best to model their 

assessments after standardized tests. While many students perform as well as they would on any other type of 

assessment, that won’t hold true for all of your students. Many of them would be able to express their learning 

equally as well if given another mode of expression. Try creating short online quizzes to use as formative 

assessments. Then have students use their devices to take the quiz during the last few minutes of class. You 

may also want to give students the option to participate in an online discussion forum. Students can respond 

to topics or questions posted by the instructor, pose questions and respond to each other, or even facilitate and 

participate in a full-fledged debate with the class.

http://laurenjdavis.com/
https://info.schoology.com/lms-demo.html?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_content=the-power-of-choice

